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Veterinary Education in Great Britain 
SECOND REPORT OF 'THE LOVEDAY COMMITTEE 


Summary of Principal Conclusions and Recommendations 


In February of last year it was announced jointly by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the Department of Agriculture 
for Scotland that the Committee on Veterinary Education, 
under the Chairmanship of Dr. Thomas Loveday, M.A., which 
reported to the Minister of Agriculture and the Secretary of 
State for Scotland about 12 months before the outbreak of 
war, had been asked to review its recommendations in the 
light of the altered circumstances arising from the war and 
other causes. 

The Report of the re-called Committee (Cmd.6517— 
H.M. Stationery Office, price 6d. net), was presented to Parlia- 
ment yesterday (Friday, April 21st), and below is reproduced 
the Committee’s summary of principal conclusions and recom- 
mendations. 


1. The Committee were invited to review the recom- 
mendations made in their Report published in 1938 in the 
light of the great changes in the position and prospects of 
agriculture in this country since that date. The national need 
calls for the best possible training for the veterinarians of the 
future who will be required in numbers substantially greater 
than exist at present or have hitherto been envisaged. The 
Committee’s present recommendations are bzsed on _ the 
assumption thet agriculture will in future be maintained in 
a healthy and prosperous condition (paras. 1-3). 

2. Recent estimates put the annual loss to the nation in 
livestock and livestock products due to animal diseases at not 
less than £30,000,000. The bulk of this loss is believed to 
be ultimately preventable, but only if expenditure on veter- 
inary training on a considerably greater scale than at present 
is incurred (para. 4). 

3. In. 1938 the Committee estimated that the future annual 
demand for newly qualified veterinarians would be abovt 
150 for the quinquennium 1938-1942 and 115 subsequently. 
This estimate proved to be too low and the Ministry of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries now expect that there will be a demand 
for about 220 veterinarians annually for a period of roughly 
ten years with a possible reduction to 150 annually thereafter. 
The Committee do not consider that-the estimate of 220 is 
excessive and have framed their recommendations on this 
basis, but see no reason to believe that the demand will fall 
after a decade to 150 (paras. 5-9). 

4. The Committee made careful examination of the possi- 
bilities of providing for an annual output of 220 graduates 
by expanding the four existing Schools at London, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow and Liverpool. 'They reached the conclusion that 
this would be most undesirable both for students and teachers 
and that, allowing for an annual output of about 30 graduates 
each from Glasgow and Liverpool and of 100 from London 
and Edinburgh together, it will be necessary to provide two 
new centres. These two and the Glasgow centre should be 
placed within Universities and the Committee recommend 
that new schools should be located at Cambridge and Bristol 
(paras. 10-12). 

5. The Committee are convinced that the best possible 
training for veterinary surgeons can be secured only by per- 
suading Universities to undertake responsibility for that 
training. Nothing short of this will give veterinary education 
the standing and the opportunities for development which the 
increased and still increasing importance of the profession to 
the national economy deserves and requires, Veterinary 


studies should be given full University status, a degree in 
veterinary medicine becoming a registrable qualification. 
There needs to be an assurance of a sufficient minimum 
standard of training in all the schools. At present the R.C.V.S., 
through examinations which its Council conducts, strives to 
maintain such a minimum standard. The Committee recom- 
mend that the Council, altered in constitution but with en- 
116) duties, should continue to perform this function (paras. 

6. The Committee regard it as essential that the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons should remain the governing 
body of the profession and propose by an enhancement of its 
functions that it should be enabled under changed conditions 
to carry out its work more effectively. "They recommend in 
respect of Universities authorised to confer degrees which are 
registrable qualifications, 

(1) that legislative provision should be made in respect 
of veterinary education identical mutatis mutandis with 
that already provided in respect of medical education, the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. being given corresponding 
powers to those of the General Medical Council. 

(2) that the Council of the R.C.V.S. should be required 
to place upon the Register of members of the College 
the names of all graduates of Universities authorised by 
the Privy Council to confer degrees which are registrable 
qualifications. 

(3) that the Council should, in mutual agreement with 
a University, inspect the premises and equipment used 
for veterinary education and support any representations 
made by the University with regard to deficiencies therein 
or in staffing. 

In respect of Veterinary Schools not being Universities the 
Committee recommend that the Council should be empowered : 

(1) to inspect such schools and if the instruction given 
therein is found insufficient, that they should have the 
right to require improvement of the instruction and if 
this is not effected to report the matter to the Privy 
Council. 

(2) to give support, when thought desirable, to repre- 
sentations by the authorities of a school similar to the 
support given to a University under (3) above in respect 
of premises, equipment and staffing (paras. 17-19). 

7. It is recommended that the Council of the R.C.V.S. 
should consist (apart from members from Eire) of 33 persons, 
of whom 17 shall be members of the R.C.V.S. elected as 
heretofore, 12 shall be members of the R.C.V.S. appointed 
by Universities and affiliated schools, namely two each 
appointed by the Universities of Cambridge, Glasgow, Liver- 
pool and Bristol, and one each by the University of Edinburgh, 
the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, the University of London 
and the Royal Veterinary College and four appointed by the 
Crown who need not be members of the R.C.V.S. (paras. 
17-20). 

8. It is recommended that the Council of the R.C.V.S. 
should enlarge its field of selection of examiners by taking 
power to employ teachers in the schools and members of 
Council as external examiners for the Diploma (para. 21). 

9. Any Universities which may be given the power to 
confer registrable degrees are strongly urged to include prac- 
tising veterinarians among their external examiners in clinical 
subjects and to consult the Council of the R.C.V.S. in selecting 
such examiners (para. 22). 

10. The R.C.V.S. should continue to be responsible for 
the conduct of the examinations (other than those for Uni- 
versity degrees) for the diploma of membership of the College 
and for the conduct of the examinations for the Fellowship 
diploma and for the diploma in veterinary state medicine 
(paras, 25-26). 
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11. Acceptance of the Committee’s recommendations would 
mean that membership of the R.C.V.S would continue to be 
the licence to practise but membership would be open not 
only to those candidates who had passed all the diploma 
examinations conducted by the Royal College but also to those 
who had obtained a registrable degree at a University authorised 
by the Privy Council to grant such a degree. Membership 
of the R.C.V.S. would remain the sole means of entry to the 
profession. 


12. The recommendation made in the Committee’s pre-, 


vious report that a field station should be attached to each 
school has received widespread support. Some account is 
given with a rough estimate of cost of the buildings, stocking 
and staff proposed for a new field station to be attached to the 
Liverpool School. While within limits the size of a station 
may vary, it should not be so large that its instructional 
interests would necessarily be subordinated to those of normal 
commercial management (paras. 27 and 28). 

13. The importance of having an adequately equipped and 
staffed hospital for large animals on each field station is em- 
phasised. While the attachment to a school of a veterinary 
practice may be a useful adjunct, it is not adequate to provide 
the basic clinical training which can only be given in a hospital 
where animals are under constant observation by both teachers 
and students (para. 29). 

14. In their previous report the Committee recommended 
that a pupilage of at least six months on a farm at varying 
seasons of the year should be required as a foundation of a 
more practical training in animal husbandry. They repeat 
this recommendation and also one to the effect that every 
student should in the course of his training spend a period 
of at least six months with a veterinary practitioner. At least 
half of this period should be taken in the fourth and fifth years 
of study (paras. 31 and 32). 

15. "The conduct of research is an essential function of a 
teaching institution, and not least of one engaged in the field 
of veterinary medicine. Veterinary schools should be asked 
in framing their estimates to make adequate and specific 
proposals for expenditure on research by the various depart- 
ments and these should be favourably considered by the 
Government (par. 33). 

16. Bursaries should be provided specifically for veter- 
inary students on the principle that no boy or girl whom a 
training centre is prepared to accept shall be precluded from 
training by lack of means. A bursary should be of sufficient 
value to enable the holder to take full part in the life of the 
University or College. In the award of bursaries qualities of 
character and personality essential to success in veterinary 
practice should be taken into consideration as well as intel- 
lectual ability, and no bursary should be given without an 
interview by the awarding or recommending body (para. 34). 

17. Graduate scholarships should be made available, as 

, and when required, to enable students of outstanding ability 
to work for higher degrees after qualification (para. 35). 

18. Private endowment of veterinary education is com- 
mended (para. 36). 

19. While not making any definite recommendation on 
the subject, the Committee favour the idea of veterinary 
education being undertaken in a separate faculty of veterinary 
medicine in a University rather than becoming a function of 
an existing faculty (para. 37). 

20. The institution of a special enquiry on the subject of 
unqualified practice is of urgent importance (para. 3). 

21. The Committee estimate very roughly that the accept- 
ance of its proposals would involve a capital expenditure of 
the order of two million pounds and an additional recurring 
expenditure of about £210,000 a year. 


In addition to the above summary, we include the following 
paragraph, near the beginning of the Report, which indicates 
the important premises upon which the Committee has founded 
its Report :— 

3. In our deliberations and discussions we have con- 
tinually had in mind the Government’s intention referred to 
in the Minister’s letter “ of maintaining after the war a healthy 


and well-balanced agriculture as an essential and permanent 
feature of national policy”. We wish to emphasise that our 
present recommendations are based on the assumption that 
agriculture will in future be maintained in a healthy and pro- 
sperous condition and will not be allowed to fall back into 
the state of uncertainty and depression which progressively 
prevailed between 1920 and 1939. It would in ovr view be 
futile to provide improved educational facilities unless there 
is a reasonable assurance that attractive employment will be 
available to those who qualify. In this connection we invite 
attention to Chapter XIX of our previous report* and to our 
recommendation that a special enquiry should be instituted 
on the subject of unqualified practitioners. This, of course, 
would include the case of otherwise qualified persons who 
fail to have their names placed on the register of the R.C.V.S. 
or to have them maintained thereon. The additional evidence 
we have received has convinced us that the evil of unqualified 
practice is a growing one and that for the protection both of 
the public and of the profession such an enquiry is of urgent 
importance. Until this protection is afforded the interests 
of qualified practitioners will be gravely prejudiced, recruit- 
ment will be discouraged, and the full benefit of the money 
spent on veterinary education will not be obtained. 


* See Appendix II of this Report. 


CLINICAL COMMUNICATION 


Glaucoma in the Cat 


HAMILTON KIRK 


Very little indeed is ever seen in our clinical columns concerning 
ocular diseases, and yet, how very frequently these are encountered 
in everyday practice. Since the beginning of this year I seem 
to have been confronted with an unusual number of severe cases 
of eye affections. Two of these have been outstandingly difficult, 
and both were inflammatory glaucoma in cats. Having arrived at 
my diagnosis, I turned to Nicholas’ “ Veterinary Ophthalmology ” 
in order to confirm my own findings and to ensure that my con- 
templated line of treatment was orthodox. In that volume I found 
that glaucoma in animals was regarded as rare, and found no refer- 
ence whatever to its occurrence in cats. From personal experience, 
however, I find that glaucoma in the cat is moderately commonplace. 

If there is a dearth of clinical records, can it be that general prac- 
titioners either fail to arrive at a diagnosis, or fear to make their 
observations and opinions public? One could be exceedingly 
sympathetic in either case, as it is manifestly true that the study of 
ophthalmology must of necessity be relegated to the specialist. 
Few indeed of those who conduct general practices can afford the 
time for specialist study, observation and research into the abnor- 
malities of that highly intricate organ—the eye. I, personally, claim 
no special knowledge of it, and by that declaration I hope to dis- 
arm the critical reader. 

In each of my feline cases referred to only one eye was affected, 
and the attack commenced with intensely injected and oedematous 
conjunctivae, so swollen, in fact, that they hung over the cornea. 
The latter became less sensitive, and dull, rendering visibility of 
the interior very difficult, and later, impossible. There appeared 
to be no photophobia or lachrymation, and little pain, so far as one 
could judge. Pannus and hypertony very rapidly developed, and 
in one case the eye became so large that it was half out of its orbit. 
Treatments of all kinds were unavailing and I at last enucleated the 
eye. In the other case the owner had the animal destroyed. Inter- 
vention consisted of the bi-daily application of | per cent. eserine 
drops to contract the pupil and reduce tension, alternated with the 
instillation of collosol argentum as an antiseptic. It was realised 
that, when such a line of treatment fails and the ocular tension 
continues to increase, paracentesis of the cornea is the next pro- 
cedure. But unless one is an expert ophthalmic surgeon one should 
refrain from undertaking such an operation, as any sudden reduction 
in pressure might easily lead to hernia of the vitreous humour with 
abundant haemorrhage into the anterior chamber and general collapse 
of the eyeball. 

It might be more strictly correct to apply the term hydrophthalmos 
to the cases described, the subtle difference apparently being that 
whilst tension and volume are increased in both, only in hydroph- 
thalmos is the eye said to protrude outwardly. 

Excessive oedema of the conjunctiva has always been found very 
resistant to treatment, resolution in some instances having taken 
as long as two months. 
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ABSTRACTS 


[Domsiekte or Pregnancy Disease in Sheep. |.—A Review of the 
Literature. GROENEWALD, J. W., Grar, H., and Crark, R.; 
Il, [Experimental]. J. W., Grar, H., BEKKER, 
P. M., Maran, J. R., and Criark, R. (1941.) Onderstepoort J. 
17. 225-296.] 


I. Domsiekte (“‘ stupid sickness ’’), or pregnancy toxaemia as it 
is usually termed in this country, appears to occur wherever sheep 
are kept, and to be of serious economic importance ; during the past 
two decades it has been reported in increasing numbers from all over 
the world. From what appears to be a complete review of the 
literature up to 1940, it is concluded that many of the suggested 
causes such as mineral deficiency, toxic absorption from the uterus, 
and lack of exercise, can be excluded, but that age, over-fatness and 
changes in the climatic or feeding conditions can be looked upon as 
predisposing or indirect causes. The disease is regarded as essentially 
a disturbance of metabolism, especially of carbohydrate metabolism, 
which is usually manifested by a loss of body weight. Pregnancy, 
although not an essential aetiological factor, is a powerful predisposing 
cause, and acts through the increased drainage on the maternal 
system. Biochemical findings include acidosis, ketonaemia and 
hypoglycaemia, together with an increase*in the fat content of the 
liver. The calcium, phosphorus, cholesterol, chloride, uric acid, 
lactic acid and haemoglobin values of the blood do not appear to be 
significantly altered. One worker has reported that there is an increase 
in the amount of bile pigment circulating in the blood, but not of 
such an order as to give rise to clinical icterus. Pathologically, there 
is constantly a fatty infiltration of the liver, together with regressive 
changes in the kidneys. Molasses is strongly recommended as a 
prophylactic by many authors, but no satisfactory form of treatment 
has so far been recorded. Attention is drawn to the value of choline 
in defatting the liver and reducing the ketonaemia of small experi- 
mental animals receiving diets otherwise predisposing to these con- 
ditions, and it is suggested that it ought to be investigated in relation 
to ovine pregnancy toxaemia. [Two communications published 
since this review was prepared lend support to such a suggestion. 
Dryerre, H., & Robertson, A., 1941, ¥. Physiol. 99. 443-453, report 
that the increase in liver lipide content of pregnant ewes, which is 
almost as great in normal as in toxaemic cases, is mainly in the 
neutral fat fraction ; it is this fraction which tends to rise markedly 
in experimental choline deficiency. Masheter, J. W. H., 1942, Vet. 
Rec. 54. 137, reports the beneficial effects of acetylcholine upon 
cases of pregnancy toxaemia.] , 

II. Four-tooth merino ewes were subjected to a variety of nutri- 
tional changes after receiving a uniform diet during the first four 
months of pregnancy. <A high incidence of pregnancy toxaemia 
occurred in animals transferred to a lower plane of nutrition, symp- 
toms commencing in from 3 to 19 days after the change. In non- 
pregnant ewes, subjected to sirnilar changes, cases occurred in from 
24 to 48 days, and were clinically much less severe. 

Chemical analyses showed that the disease was characterised by 
a marked ketonaemia and ketonuria, summarised values being as 
follows :-— 


Mg. per 100 ml. 


Blood Urine 
Normal Domsiekte Normal Domsiekte 
Acetone -++ acetoacetic acid 0°32-2-90 Upto 33:36 0-97-22-24 Upto 365-5 
8-hydroxybutyric acid 0-61-4-51 Upto37-4 0:44-9:38 Upto 68-7 
“Total” acetone bodies 0-96-7°15 Upto 58-4 2-3 -25-7 Upto 


Urinary excretion of total acetone bodies in pregnancy toxaemia 
cases ranged up to 2,736 mg. per 24 hours, as compared with a maxi- 
mum of about 130 mg. in normal ewes. Hypoglycaemia was a com- 
mon finding, and in some cases (mostly with complications) there 
were rises in the blood non-protein-nitrogen. Haemoglobin, lipoid 
phosphorus, free cholesterol, and total lipide (excluding lipoids) 
values were all within the normal range. 

Pathologically, the following changes were noted : fatty infiltration 
of the liver; fatty degeneration of the proximal convoluted tubule 
of the kidney ; nephrosis$ fatty degeneration of the adrenal cortex ; 
slight fatty degeneration of the myocardium ; atrophy of lymphoid 
tissue, both in the lymph nodes and in the spleen; and necrosis 
of the fat in the abdominal cavity. The blood picture indicated a 


marked alteration in the lymphocyte/neutrophile ratio, the average 
counts being neutrophiles, 70-9 per cent., and lymphocytes, 26-6 per 
cent. The total leucocyte count remained within the normal range. 
In the pregnant ewes, there was a positive correlation between the 
percentage of neutrophiles and the blood ketones (expressed as 
acetone). 


_ In general conclusion, it is stated that the diagnosis of the disease 
is justified only when the clinical, biochemical and pathological 
aspects have been viewed as a whole. The condition is defined as 
“* A disease of sheep, usually occurring in late pregnancy, and charac- 
terised by nervous symptoms, hypoglycaemia, acetonaemia and fatty 
infiltration of the liver.” 


* * * * 


[Green’s Modified Canine Distemper Vaccine: A Clinical Study of 
its Efficacy. ScHLoTTHavuerR, C. F. (1943.) J. Amer. vet. med. 
Ass, 103. 290.] 


Green’s modified vaccine contains virus attenuated by prolonged 
serial passage through ferrets, until it is no longer capable of causing 
distemper in dogs. The virus retains its viability in dried tissues 
for three months or longer. A single dose is said to produce active 
immunity in dogs. 

Experiments, carried out on a total of 58 dogs, indicated that 
doses of 2-5 to 7-5 mg. of dried tissue vaccine would not protect 
the larger breeds of dogs adequately against canine distemper, if 
the exposure were immediate and severe. One dose of 15 mg., 
however, produced a satisfactory active immunity. The vaccine 
was found to be safe in use, and immunity was rapidly established. 

B. 


. 


* * * * ‘ 


[An Anatomical Study of Hermaphrodism in Goats. Eaton, O. N. 
(1943.) Amer. J. vet. Res. 4. 333-343.] 


The recognised types of this common abnormality in the goat 
are listed together with a general description of the external appear- 
ance and internal genital structure of each type. 

It is suggested that cases of hermaphrodism are due to lack of 
endocrine control at the time of sexual differentiation in embryo 
and that the factor responsible is hereditary. 

Whereas sex hormones control the growth of the Miillerian and 
Wolffian ducts they are not associated with the origin of these siruc- 
tures. Any factor interfering with the development of the inter- 
stitial cells of the sex organs, which are considered the main source 
of sex hormones, may give rise to hormonal upset. Thus the two 
systems of ducts will develop parallel and an overlapping of the 
structures of both sexes will result. 

The author considers that hermaphrodism is closely allied with 
cryptorchidism and hypospadia. 

Cc. W. O. 


H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE PUBLICATIONS 


The undermentioned have been published recently. Copies can 
be purchased through any bookseller, or directly from H.M. 


Stationery Office. Price Post 
net free 

COMMAND Papers (Session 1943-44): 
6514. Scientific Research and Development ... o.2 0 3 


House or CoMMons Papers (Session 1943-44): 

19. Development Fund. Abstract Account of 
the Receipts into, and Issues out of, the Fund, 

1942-43; together with the Report of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General thereon .... 0 2 0 3 
HEALTH, MINISTRY OF: 

Circular 31/44. Defence Regulation 55G. 
Restriction on the Supply of Raw Milk in cer- 
tain Areas; Heat-Treated Milk (Prescribed 
Tests) Order, 1944. April 3rd, 1944 ue 

Statutory RuLES AND Orpers, 1944: 

370. Therapeutic Substances Amendment Reg- 

349. Milk and Dairies, England and Wales. 

Heat-Treated Milk (Prescribed Tests) Order, 


AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES, MINISTRY OF: 
Leaflet, Advisory, 275. Stomach Worms in 
Sheep. (Parasitic Gastritis.) ... as 0.2 


Among records of goat milk yields outstanding are those of 

the British Saanen owned by Mrs. R. Bagnall, Fransham Tranleen, 

4,524 lb. in a recorded year, and the British Alpine, Newmarket 
Pamela, owned by Mrs. H. Prowse, 4,098 Ib. 


WEEKLY WispoM 
That the State should finance essential services which cannot 
otherwise be provided is clear. That the State should not in any 
way control intellectual activities of any kind in a democratic 
country is self-evident.—Dr. GeorrReEY BOURNE. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for inclusion 
in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


Apr. 26th.—Sixtieth Annual General Meeting of the Western 
Counties Division, N.V.M.A., at Exeter, 1.45 p.m. 

Apr. 27th.—Annual General Meeting of the Association of Veter- 
inary Inspectors, in London, 2 p.m. 

Apr. 28th.—Meeting of the Yorkshire Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Leeds, 3 p.m. 

Apr. 28th.—Meeting of the Lancashire Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Liverpool, 2.30 p.m. 

Apr. 28th.—Meeting of the Royal Counties Division, N.V.M.A., 
at Reading, 2.15 p.m. 

Apr. 29th, —Meeting of the Society of Women Veterinary Sur- 
geons, in London, 2 p.m. 

May 4th.—Meeting of the Central Veterinary Society, Conway 
Hall, W.C.1, 2 p.m. 

May 9th.—.R.C.V.S. Council Election. Last date for receipt of 
nominations. 

May 11lth.—Meeting of the South-Eastern Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Tonbridge, 2.30 p.m. 

May 16th. Spring Meeting of the Eastern Counties Division, 


N.V.M.A., at Cambridge, 2 p.m. 
May 22nd.—R.C.V.S. Council Election. Voting papers issued. 
May 30th.—R.C.V.S. Council Election. Last day 


voting papers 


for receipt of 


June 6th.—R.C.V.S. Annual General Meeting. 
June 7th.—R.C.V.S, Committee Meetings. 
June 8th.—R.C.V.S, Council Meetings. 
June 27th.—R.C.V.S. Examinations begin (provisional date). 
PERSONAL 


Births —Lawson.—At College Hill Nursing Home, Shrewsbury, 
on March 25th, 1944, to “ Jim,” wife of John Lawson, M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M., Culverhay, Wenlock Road, Shrewsbury—a son. 

Tuomson.—At the Frascati Nursing Home, Bromley, Kent, on 
April llth, 1944, to Erica Isabel ‘Thomson, M.R.C.v.s. (née 
oe wife of Alexander Thomson, M.R.c.v.s.—a brother for 
Adrian. 


Marriage.—FraseErR—Younc.—At Munro Church, Rutherglen, 
Scotland, on April 15th, 1944, James Raeburn Fraser, M.R.C.v.s., 
son of the late Mr. James Fraser, and of Mrs. Margaret Fraser, 
7, Huntly Drive, Cambuslang, to Dorothy Muir MacKenzie Young, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Young, 69, Viewpark Drive, 
Rutherglen. 


Forthcoming Marriage.—A marriage has been arranged and will 
shortly take place, quietly, between Thomas Wilson Groves, B.sc., 
M.R.C.V.S., elder son of the late A. R. Groves and Mrs. Groves, of 
Farleys End, Newlands Road, Tunbridge Wells, and Jean Moira 
Doddington, younger daughter of the late W. Doddington and 
Mrs. Doddington, of Camber, Norbury Hill, London, S.W.16. 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


CARNACHAN, ‘I’. W. Keene, New Hampshire, U.S.A. 
Glasgow, July 28th, 1885. Died—date unknown. 

Jorpan, Leslie, PH.D. (GLAS.), M.R.C.V.S., Devonia, Oxford Road, 
Tilehurst, Reading. Graduated London, July 14th, 1926. Died 
April 16th, 1944; aged 39 years. 

An appreciation of Dr. Leslie Jordan, whose death we record 
above with deep regret, will appear in our next issue. 


Graduated 


LEGAL NOTES 


Abortion Order Offence.—At Exeter Police Court a local farmer 
was fined £7 10s. and costs for contravening the Epizoétic Abortion 
Order by exposing at the market a cow which had aborted within 
the previous two months. The Ministry’s veterinary officer pointed 
out that it is an offence to expose such an animal in a market or 
graze it on common land. It is also an offence to sell such an 


animal privately or to send it “for service without notifying the 
purchaser or owner of the bull. 


DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF 
AGRICULTURE 


On Thursday of last week delegates of twelve organisations, 
representing landowners, farmers, farm workers, and other related 
interests, met in conference at the invitation of the Royal Agricul- 
tural Society of England, at its headquarters in Bedford Square, 
to consider a memorandum based on the numerous reports and 
recommendations dealing with post-war policy which the various 
bodies have recently published. The conference was essentially 
the beginning of an attempt to weld together in one comprehensive 
policy the many points of agreement reached by all sections of 
agriculture for the development and maintenance of their industry 
after the war. 

Sir Georce CourTHopE, M.P., President of the Society and 
Chairman of the Conference, pointed out that in all these reports 
there was a great deal of common ground. If on this could be 
built a generally agreed policy on essentials which the industry 
could put before the Prime Minister, the Minister of Agriculture, 
and the public, it might be possible to expedite the publication 
of the official post-war agricultural policy for which everybody 
was waiting. 

Recalling that he had now been in the House of Commons for 
39 years, he said that never in the whole of that time had he 
known the House to be’ so interested in and favourably inclined 
towards agriculture. The agricultural community had a great 
opportunity now of presenting a united policy and of showing the 
country that every element of the industry was working together 
in the most friendly relations. 

Lord De La Warr said that it was not a coincidence that the 
agricultural industry was the first in the country to meet as a 
whole to consider the future—it was because of this essential unity 
that many felt that a successful and prosperous agriculture should 
form the basis of our future national life—and Mr. J. K. KNow es, 
President of the National Farmers’ Union, emphasised the need 
for approaching the problem on the basis of service to the com- 
munity. If that were successfully achieved the prosperity of the 
industry would follow naturally. Lord Brocket, of the Land 
Union, hoped that nothing would be said by responsible persons 
to disturb the unity of the countryside and the towns, agriculture 
and industry. He hoped indeed that there might be a further 
conference at which agriculture and industry could meet and agree 
on a general policy. 

While there was general agreement on the memorandum setting 
out the aims of the conference, it was decided that in some respects 
it needed modifying and strengthening and it was referred to a 
sub-committee to be redrafted. It will be presented to another 
meeting of the conference at an early date. 


UGANDA’S LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY 
THe VALUE OF VETERINARY SERVICES TO THE PROTECTORATE 


The development of Uganda as an important livestock-raising 
territory is the subject of a despatch received by the Colonial Office 
from Mr. J. Simmons, C.B.E£., M.R.C.v.S., Director of Uganda’s 
Veterinary Services, whose department has enabled the Protectorate 
to establish the industry on its present sound basis. 

Uganda now carries 2,500,000 cattle and 3,250,000 sheep and 
goats, and the industry is worth more than £2,000,000 a vear. 
Since the start of the war some 400,000 cattle and 1,000,000 sheep 
and goats have been produced for food each year, and a total of 
nearly 4,500,000 hides and skins has been produced. In 1936, the 
figure for hides was 20,943, worth about £44,900. 

Mr. Simmons says that a decade ago the popular picture of the 
African stock owner roaming peacefully, and ignorantly, with his 
flocks, was an accurate one, and he gives great credit to the 
African for casting aside his prejudices and forgetting old habits. 
He explains that for the African his old method of stock- keeping 
was a logical one as livestock played an important part in his 
life—in the purchase of wives, in barter and in ceremonies of 
religious significance—and the fact that the objective of quantity 
rather than quality meant a deterioration of the value of his stock 
was not thought important. 

Mr. Simmons goes on to explain that the introduction of modern 
methods of stock raising to such people was a difficult task, and one 
which had to be approached very carefully, as the efficacy of modern 
treatment, such as the use of vaccines and sera, had yet to be proved 
to the African farmer. He also had to be convinced that the 
weeding out of surplus stock would not only provide money to 
buy things to make life more comfortable, but would actu: ally 
result in a progressive improvement in the herd quality and worth. 

Uganda's Veterinary Department first concentrated on the con- 
trol of rinderpest and other epizoétic diseases, and as the stock 
owner acquired a greater sense of security, efforts were made to 
change his outlook on stock ownership and encourage a greater 
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appreciation of the monetary value of the stock. Stock markets 
were, therefore, organised on a small scale, and traders and butchers 
encouraged to attend. Stock routes were organised, quarantine 
grazing areas allocated where cattle were kept and inspected care- 
fully prior to movement, and special rates for stock arranged on 
the lake steamer and railway services. At first, the more enlight- 
ened, or the more courageous, owners showed an example by 
sending to the markets their oldest and poorest stock, where the 
veterinary officers auctioned off their animals to ensure the best 
prices and immediately handed over the money. After that start 
was made, new areas were tapped, new markets opened and new 
routes organised. To-day, many hundreds of thousands of cattle, 
sheep and goats, representing some 20 per cent. of Uganda’s 
stock population, are sold annually in the organised markets and 
the proceeds spent on improved housing, children’s education, 
the purchase of bicycles, lamps, clothing and other such amenities 
that were at one time beyond the reach of the African purse. 

The benefits of the expanded and organised industry are mani- 
fold—both to the people of Uganda and to the Allied war effort. 
Apart from feeding the peasant farmer and his family in the 
lightly stocked areas which produce the maize, cotton and ground- 
nuts now so vitally needed, the meat feeds the prisoner-of-war 
and refugee camps and the labour engaged in vital public services. 
The hide industry, for which figures have already been quoted, 
has assumed a new importance since the war. With the mecessity 
for utilising shipping space to the best advantage, it became 
necessary to ensure that nothing but the best was placed on the 
market. Intensive propaganda by veterinary officers and their 
African staffs, supported by demonstrations of better methods of 
preparation, rapidly changed the old method of sun-drying on the 
ground to the new one of drying in suspended frames in the 
shade. The improvement in the quality has won the praise of 
the Ministry of Supply in this country and thousands of British 
troops and civilians are walking on Uganda leather. Another 
important by-product of the industry is ghee—or clarified butter 
fat—which at the beginning of the war was in short supply. Since 
the setting up of buying posts throughout the stock-raising areas, 
local needs are amply satisfied and a handsome surplus left over 
for export. Some 500,000 Ib. are now sent to Kenya annually. 
Uganda has also been able to help a neighbouring Colony in her 
food production campaign by supplying many thousands of plough- 
ing oxen, apart from supplying a thousand head of fat cattle monthly 
to the territory’s meat cannery. 

Recent developments include the registration of herds approved 
for bull-breeding, and the Department intends to issue, free, 
selected bulls of .an improved type in districts where the stock 
needs to be improved. Trained African assistants will give 
advice, run their own dispensaries and treat all minor ailments. 

Piggeries large and small are becoming popular and pork is 

now a common article of diet. Arrangements are being made for 
the issue of pure-bred boars and sows in order to improve the 
local breed. Pure-bred English fowls have also been issued. 
Increased and cleaner milk production is another objective and 
many owners are already using the most up-to-date methods with 
regulation. milk pails, filters, pans, etc. Innumerable small and 
well-kept dairies are springing up within each of the main town- 
ships and milk is delivered in sealed bottles. 
Other lines of development include the provision of more per- 
manent water supplies. Numerous dams, bore hole and surface 
catchment tanks already constructed have met with an enthusiastic 
reception, and this work is being steadily expanded. Tsetse 
surveys are going on daily, and many miles of barrier clearings 
are being maintained to prevent the spread of tsetse fly. 

Mr. Simmons concludes: “ We have at last, after much spade- 
work, gained the confidence and enlisted the co-operation of most 
African stock owners. We are paving the way for post-war 
development, feeling secure that the livestock industry of Uganda 
has been established on a sound basis.” 

* 


SUMMER LIVESTOCK RATIONS 


Only minor changes will be made this year in the feeding-stuffs 
rationing arrangements for the summer months, state the Ministry 
of Agriculture and the Department of Agriculture for Scotland in 
4 joint announcement. Supplies do not yet permit of any increase 
in ration scales, other than the usual 50 per cent. seasonal increase 
over winter rates for basic poultry rations. Ordinary allowances 
for pigs and poultry for May-August will therefore be the same 
as in 1943, except that the rations will consist of protein and cereal 
in the proportion of 1:7. Allowances for pedigree pigs, for sows 


or gilts about to farrow, and for sound poultry breeding stock will 
remain at current rates. 

Rations will be available for dairy herds with relatively high 
average yields, and for calves under six months old. Supplementary 
allowances may be granted where grass yields are poor and milk 
output is jeopardised, where the herd includes some high vielding 
cows but average yields are too low to qualify for rations, or where 


dry cows and heifers require some concentrates before calving. 
A special issue of protein coupons at the rate of 4 cwt. for each 
cow or heifer calving in October and November will be made in 
August or September. The question whether a special allowance 
of cereal coupons can be made for this purpose will depend on 
the supply position and a further announcement on this subject 
will be made later. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


_ The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent the personal 
views of the writer only and must not be taken as expressing the opinion or 
having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 

Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the first post 
on Monday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 

* * * * *- 


AN OBSERVATIONAL NOTE ON 
(1) COLIC; (2) LAMENESS 


Sir,—May I invite your readers’ attention to two matters of 
observation which may be of general interest: colic and lameness. 

Colic.—In the early days during which I was in Somaliland 
there was a steady incidence of colic of about one or two per cent. 
per week, and this in spite of the fact that ponies were wormed 
as often as appeared to be necessary. During the last year or so 
the ponies have been treated for strongyles and cylicostomes whether 
they appeared to need it or not, and the treatment has been regu- 
larly carried out three times a year. During this latter time the 
incidence of colic has dropped to practically nil. 

The type of colic to which I refer is that indeterminate kind 
characterised by little else than abdominal pain, and it usually 
occurs in the evening. ‘This type of colic is very rarely fatal and 
quickly responds to treatment with chloral hydrate. 

Lameness.—Prior to the war a good deal of polo was played 
in Somaliland and the usual amount of lameness resulted. This 
lameness did not all occur immediately after the game and it 
was not unusual to have ponies brought in which had gone lame 
at grazing perhaps some three days after the game; the usual 
cause of this lameness was a sprain of the back tendons of the 
fore legs. Now polo is not played and with its cessation the 
incidence of lameness has fallen very markedly, and ponies are 
very seldom brought in from grazing suffering from lameness. 

It would appear that there is a form of deferred lameness and 
it will be interesting to know the experiences of others. 

You will appreciate that the above matters are discussed in the 
light of observations and they do not pretend to be more than 
observations. 


I am, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
Epwarp F. Peck. 
The Veterinary and Agricultural Department, 
Burao, Somaliland Protectorate, 
East Africa. 
January 2nd, 1944. 


VETERINARY EDUCATION AND THE ONE-PORTAL 
SYSTEM 
Sir,—Mr., Stewart in his letter in your issue of the Ist instant 
condemns the present system of veterinary education as fitting 
graduates only for general practice. He wonders what is the 
opinion of the present-day graduate, not necessarily going into 
general practice, on this point. I may say at once that I disagree 
with him entirely after experience. both of general practice and 
laboratory work. The veterinary course covers such a wide field that 
it would be quite impossible to turn out graduates who were in any 
way specialists in the particular branch of veterinary science on 
which they wished to concentrate, whether it be general practice, 
Government service or research. It is equally ridiculous to assert 
that a university training in its widest sense would lead to that 
end unless the student started in the cradle and graduated at the 
graveside. That there are defects in our educational system may 
be true and a closer co-operation with universities may be desirable, 
but it is also true that our colleges at present turn out graduates 
sufficiently versed in all the branches of the profession they have 
adopted to approach with confidence any branch of it in which 
they desire to specialise. Our one-portal system ensures that all 
graduates are so prepared. No university could do more within the 
time limit of the present course, but the right to grant veterinary 
degrees uncontrolled by the R.C.V.S. would destroy that safeguard. 
The institution of more post-graduate courses for those wishing 
to specialise in any particular branch of the profession would be 
of far greater value than an extension of university training. 
Yours faithfully, 
5, College Road, H. 
Bangor, Caerns. 
April 4th, 1944. 


Ivor Frevp. 
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(Anti-Virus Swine Fever Serum) 


Obtained from pigs hyper-immunised by repeated 
inoculations with virulent blood from pigs suffering 
from swine fever. 

For the protection of healthy herds ano for emer- 
gency and curative !reatment in outbreaks o: virus 
swine fever. 


Swine Fever Serum (Anti-virus) is sup- 
plied in bottles of 100 c.c. and 250 c.c. 


Produced in the U.S.A. under the permanent 
control of the United States Bureau of Animal 
Industry. 
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BAYER 


GESTYL For unwillingness of young bulls, or 


(SERUM GONADOTROPHIN) impaired fertility of old bulls, the sub- 
CS . cutaneous injection of 4000 to 6000 i.u. of 
pregnant mares’ serum extract GESTYL 
may be tried. Any benefit should not tL 
be expected for 48 hours. beh 


PRICES 


These ampoules are only supplied directly to 
veterinary surgeons at 6/8 per 2,000 i.u. dose that 
(less 10 per cent. professional discount, plus and 
Purchase Tax 10d.). Other strengths available : earl: 


500 i.u. at 2/- ) per dose, less dis- U 
1,500 i.u. at 5/- f count, plus tax anne 


RGANON LABORATORIES LTD. 


BRETTENHAM HOUSE, LONDON, W.C.2 on 
TELEPHONE: TEMPLE BAR 6785 * TELEGRAMS: MENFORMON, RAND, LONDON ° 
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